Texas Panhandle VOAD General Meeting Minutes – August 1, 2024
I. Welcome 
· Janell Menahem called the meeting of the Texas Panhandle VOAD to order at 12:01 pm on August 1, 2024.
· Organizations Present – United Way/2-1-1, Panhandle Regional Planning Commission, Amarillo Public Health, Texas Baptist Men, Panhandle Community Services, Better Business Bureau, Legal Aid of Northwest Texas, High Plains Food Bank, American Red Cross, Salvation Army, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Texas Division of Emergency Management, Department of State Health Services, Gray County OEM, and Pantex.
II. Introductions
· Each person around the table introduced themselves to the group. Marcus Neiros is the new TDEM VAL, replacing Brandy Lacouture.
III. Approval of Minutes from the Last Meeting
· A motion was made by Betsy Cornette to accept the minutes, seconded by Major Tex Ellis.
IV. Presentation from Janell Menahem
· Janell developed a powerpoint presentation for a conference she spoke at in July. The group went through the slides and made updates so that the information would be applicable to the Texas Panhandle region.
· Janell will make final edits to the presentation and send it out with official branding to all the partners.
V. Open Conversation
· The Texas Community Recovery (TCR) system is being discussed at the state level in December. With this VOAD’s use of the system during the February 2024 wildfires, we may be asked to help demonstrate the system to the State VOAD.
· The State VOAD meeting will be held virtually on August 21st at 10am, details to follow.
VI. PREP Conference
· Delaney Pruett informed the group the PREP Conference will be on September 19th in Amarillo. Booth forms are available for any organization wishing to set up this year.
VII. Inaugural Amarillo Area Office of Emergency Management Awards Banquet
· Janell Menahem passed along the invitation from the Amarillo Area Office of Emergency Management for their inaugural awards banquet on September 28, 2024 at the Amarillo Civic Center. Please see the email initiation or Janell for registration information.
VIII. Housekeeping
· Brandy Lacouture is being awarded the Texans Caring for Texans award on August 8, 2024 for the work she has done to promote resilience and recovery in the Texas Panhandle.
IX. Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting – October 3, 2024
· The next General Membership VOAD meeting will be held on Thursday, October 3, 2024, at the Panhandle Regional Planning Commission at 12pm. Betsy Cornette made a motion to adjourn and Don Nicholson seconded this motion.
